Purpose: We conducted this study to study the clinical correlation between the characteristics of gastric cancer and serum selenium and zinc levels.
has been reported only from China. Keshan disease is a dilated cardiomyopathy, which caused a high number of fatalities in a particular area in China where Se concentration in the soil is very low. (6) Zinc (Zn) is also trace element found in blood. Most of it is contained in bones, skin, and hair (~70%), with the remainder mainly in liver, kidneys, and muscle. In plasma, one-third of the Zn is tightly bound to α2-macroglobulin, the remainder more loosely to albumin. Zn is a structural element of copper-Zn-superoxide dismutase which is intracellularly distributed in red blood cell and may act as a scavenger of active oxygen. By now, at least 50 Zndependent enzymatic reactions are known in humans. It influences the proliferation rate of T-lymphocytes (via DNA synthesis and/or interleukin-2), which pathways explain the reduced activity levels of T-helper and NK-cells (natural killer cells) during Zn deficiency. (3, 7) There are many epidemiological studies concerning serum Se 
Materials and Methods
We retrospectively reviewed 74 gastric cancer patients whom we performed curative gastrectomy and measured baseline serum Se Values are presented as mean±standard deviation. EGC = early gastric cancer; AGC = advanced gastric cancer. *Linear regression modle: adjusted by age, sex, body mass index. Values are presented as mean±standard deviation or number. BMI = body mass index; NHI = national health insurance; MA = medical aid. *c 2 -test was used. In that study, they found that mean Se concentrations showed a decline with age, were higher in male than in females. We also found that serum level of Se was decreased in older than 70 group (120.5±35.6 ug/L) than younger than 60 group (125±32.5) insignificantly (P=0.36). We also found that underweight patients (BMI＜20, 16 cases) 
